
Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to protect water and wildlife. 

 

2020 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

The Coastal & Heartland National Estuary Partnership, which includes 10 counties and 15 cities in 
Central and Southwest Florida, as well as state and federal govt. agencies, have the following 
collective state legislative priorities for 2020: 

 Continue and expand annual funding for the Coastal & Heartland National Estuary 
Program, including recurrent dedicated funding (HB 791). 

 Create or strengthen nutrient and pollution reduction policies to reduce loads from 
wastewater, septic, agricultural runoff, reclaimed water, stormwater, fertilizer and 
internal “legacy loads”. 

- Support specific legislative authorization for the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection to update stormwater standards in Environmental 
Resource Permitting state-wide to require stormwater systems that maximize the 
capture and treatment of nitrogen and phosphorus. 

 Expand funding for innovative technology pilot projects, including technologies to 
address harmful algae blooms – especially those that promote natural system solutions. 

 Establish a statewide, long-term funding program through the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection with sufficient funds for competitive, local cost-share projects 
for estuary restoration including: 

- Upgrading wastewater treatment to advanced wastewater treatment and 
increasing capacity 

- Septic to sewer conversion 
- Groundwater contamination remediation projects 
- Habitat restoration (ex. seagrass, oysters, living shorelines) 
- Stormwater retrofitting projects 
- Legacy load / muck removal remediation projects 
- Resiliency projects and planning 

 Support increased funding of Florida Forever and Florida Rural and Family Lands 
programs. 

 Support of local governments’ continued ability to enact more stringent environmental 
protection ordinances. 


