
Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Answer Key 

Cause and Effect (List Possible Causes) Read the activity book. Here is the “effect”: 

Freshwater turtles are threatened! 

Write as many “causes” as you can, based upon your reading. Use complete 
sentences to give details about each cause.  

Answers will vary. Here are the key concepts covered in the activity book, 
primarily from the last page of the book.  

1. Loss of habitat: Development and construction to meet human 
needs have decreased natural habitat used by freshwater turtles.  

2. Polluted water: Water that is polluted with runoff chemicals and 
fertilizers can increase growth of algae and other plants, reducing 
the visibility in lakes and rivers, making it harder for turtles to find 
food. Water pollution can reduce the food for turtles and can 
cause diseases.  

3. Non-native turtles: Non-native turtles released into the wild can 
breed and take over native habitat, limiting food supply for native 
turtles.  

4. Invasive water plants: Invasive (exotic) plants can take over native 
plants and limit the diet of native turtles. Turtle eating non-native 
plants can suffer diet problems.  

5. Hunted for food: Native turtles are hunted for food, decreasing 
their numbers in the wild. Native turtles are hunted in Florida and 
shipped to China to be used as a food source.  

6. Hit by vehicles on the roads: As roads are built, they may cut off 
turtle foraging or nesting areas. Turtles attempt to cross roads 
and get hit by vehicles.  



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Name ________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect (List Possible Causes) Read the activity book. Here is the “effect”: 

Freshwater turtles are threatened! 

Write as many possible “causes” as you can, based upon your reading. Use 
complete sentences to give details about each cause.  

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

6. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

LA.3.3.3.3 - creating interest by adding supporting details (e.g., dialogue, similes) and modifying word 
choices using resources and reference materials (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus); 



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect. (Finding Effects) Read the activity book first. Then read each 

“cause sentence” below. Write an effect sentence for each cause sentence based 

upon your reading.  

1. The meat of Chicken Turtles are eaten by people in the South.             

(Answers may vary) Chicken Turtle numbers are decreasing. 

Chicken Turtles are tasty. 

2. Red-Eared Sliders are sold as pets and escape or are released into the wild.  

(Answers may vary) They become established in the wild and 

compete with native turtles for food and habitat.  

3. The Escambia River has many tree branches over the water.              

(Answers may vary) Escambia Map Turtles bask or sun on the 

branches.  

4. The Common Musk Turtle is harassed and exudes a foul musk-like odor. 

(Answers may vary) The Common Musk Turtle has the nickname 

“Stinkpot”. 

5. The Striped Mud Turtle can be seen foraging in cow manure.              

(Answers may vary) The Striped Mud Turtle has the nickname “Cow Dung 

Cooter”.  

 

 



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Cause and Effect. (Finding Effects) Read the activity book first. Then read each 

“cause sentence” below. Write an effect sentence for each cause sentence based 

upon your reading.  

1. The meat of Chicken Turtles are eaten by people in the South.  

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

2. Red-Eared Sliders are sold as pets and escape or are released into the wild.  

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

3. The Escambia River has many tree branches over the water. 

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

4. The Common Musk Turtle is harassed and exudes a foul musk-like odor. 

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

5. The Striped Mud Turtle can be seen foraging in cow manure. 

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

LA.3.1.7.4 - identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Suggestions for follow up activities to be used with students 
independently or in learning centers upon completion of the book. 

• Choose a page from the activity book and highlight all the nouns or verbs. 
• Choose a page and list all the descriptive adjectives. Tell who or what the 

adjectives describe. Identify and explain an author’s use of descriptive, idiomatic, and 
figurative language (e.g., personification, similes, metaphors, symbolism), and examine 
how it is used to describe people, feelings, and objects; (LA.5.2.1.7) 

• Read about all the turtles in the book and identify the smallest (Common 
Mud Turtle at 4”). 

• Give the adult length of as many turtles as you can.  
• Describe in your own words how the Alligator Snapping Turtle catches its 

food.  
• The Loggerhead Musk Turtle eats mollusks. Find out what mollusks are and 

name some mollusks found in freshwater. Select a balance of age- and ability-
appropriate fiction materials to read (e.g., novels, mysteries, mythology, poetry), based 
on teacher recommendations, to continue building a core foundation of knowledge. 
(LA.4.2.1.9) 

• Write a narrative adventure story about your pet Red-Eared Slider who 
escapes into the wild. LA.3.4.1.1 - write narratives based on real or imagined events 
or observations that include characters, setting, plot, sensory details, and a logical 
sequence of events; 

• Compare and contrast the Florida Soft-shell Turtle and any other 
freshwater turtle. SC.3.L.14 Title: Organization and Development of Living Organisms 
Description: A. All plants and animals, including humans, are alike in some ways and 
different in others.  

• Research individual turtle species to learn more in-depth facts. Make a 
drawing to accompany your report. LA.3.2.2.5- select a balance of age and ability 
appropriate nonfiction materials to read (e.g., biographies and topical areas, such as 
animals, science, history), based on interest and teacher recommendations, to continue 
building a core foundation of knowledge. Research Process: The student uses a 
systematic process for the collection, processing, and presentation of information. 
(LA.4.6.2) 



• List the reasons why freshwater turtle populations have declined. Elaborate 
with details about each reason in your own words. SC.3.L.17 Title: 
Interdependence Description: A. Plants and animals, including humans, interact with and 
depend upon each other and their environment to satisfy their basic needs. B. Both 
human activities and natural events can have major impacts on the environment. 
SC.4.L.17 Title: Interdependence Description: B. Both human activities and natural events 
can have major impacts on the environment 

• Read the passages about each individual turtle. Highlight only five words in 
each passage that you think gives the most important main ideas about 
that turtle. Use information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly 
stated main ideas or relevant details; (LA.4.2.2.2) Determine the main idea or essential 
message in grade-level text through inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 
identifying relevant details; (LA.5.1.7.3) 

• Choose any two turtles from the activity book. Compare and contrast the 
two species. Optional: include other facts that you have researched. 
SC.3.L.14 Title: Organization and Development of Living Organisms Description: A. All 
plants and animals, including humans, are alike in some ways and different in others.  

• List all the turtles in the freshwater activity book. Classify them into three 
groups according to the foods they eat: Herbivore, Carnivore, Omnivore 

• Draw and color a Florida Redbelly turtle and a Common Cooter using the 
descriptions in the activity book. Phonics/Word Analysis: The student 
demonstrates knowledge of the alphabetic principle and applies grade level phonics 
skills to read text. (LA.4.1.4)  Optional: Research these two turtles and add 
other features to your drawings. Label the drawings.  

• Read all the “Turtle Truths” in the activity book. Then read some nonfiction 
books about turtles. Create some “Turtle Truths” of you own. Present them 
to the class on a unique poster. LA.3.3.5.1 - prepare writing in a format appropriate 
to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia); LA.3.3.5.2 - add graphics where 
appropriate; and LA.3.3.5.3 - share the writing with the intended audience. 

• Tell a story about one of the turtles featured in the activity book. In your 
story, “embed” facts about that turtle. Challenge others to list the facts in 
your story. LA.3.4.2.3 - write informational/expository essays that contain at least 
three paragraphs and include a topic sentence, supporting details, and relevant 
information; 

javascript:;


• Create a food web that includes one of the turtles in the activity book. 
Include many plants and animals of the ecosystem as you can draw and 
name them. SC.3.L.17 Title: Interdependence Description: A. Plants and animals, 
including humans, interact with and depend upon each other and their environment to 
satisfy their basic needs. C. Energy flows from the sun through producers to consumers. 

• List the possible effects if all the freshwater turtles were to disappear 
tomorrow. List possible causes of this disappearance of turtles. SC.3.L.15 
Title: Diversity and Evolution of Living Organisms Description: A. Earth is home to a great 
diversity of living things, but changes in the environment can affect their survival. 
LA.3.1.7.4 - identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 

• Make a poster depicting the life cycle of an aquatic freshwater turtle. 
SC.4.L.16 Title: Heredity and Reproduction Description: B. Life cycle s vary among 
organisms, but reproduction is a major stage in the life cycle of all organisms. 

• Write an essay to persuade others to help turtles, based upon the 
information you have read in the activity book. LA.3.4.3.1 The student will write 
persuasive text (e.g., advertisement, paragraph) that attempts to influence the reader. 
Establish and develop a controlling idea and supporting arguments for the validity of the 
proposed idea with detailed evidence; and (LA.5.4.3.1) 
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Gopher Tortoise Book 

Suggestions for follow up activities to be used with students 
independently or in learning centers upon completion of the book. 

• Choose a page in the activity book and identify the verbs. LA.5.3.4.4: The student 
will edit for correct use of the four basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs), and 
subjective, objective, and demonstrative pronouns and singular and plural possessives of nouns; 

• Choose a page in the activity book and identify all the nouns. Group them 
as proper or common nouns. Find an adjective for each noun. LA.5.3.4.4: The 
student will edit for correct use of the four basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs), and subjective, objective, and demonstrative pronouns and singular and plural 
possessives of nouns; 

• Identify prefixes and suffixes on a page from the activity book. LA.6.1.6.7 - 
identify and understand the meaning of conceptually advanced prefixes, suffixes, and root words 

• Use Latin or Greek roots to clarify the meaning of these words from the 
activity book: paleontologist, obligates, invertebrates, commensal, 
biodiversity, ectothermic, herbivore, pelagic. LA.5.3.4.1: The student will edit for 
correct use of spelling, using spelling rules, orthographic patterns, generalizations, knowledge of 
root words, prefixes, suffixes, and knowledge of Greek and Latin root words and using a 
dictionary, thesaurus, or other resources as necessary 

• Research “keystone” in architecture. Illustrate examples of keystones and 
share your information with the class.  LA.5.5.2.2: The student will make formal oral 
presentations for a variety of purposes and occasions, demonstrating appropriate language 
choices, body language, eye contact and the use of gestures, the use of supporting graphics 
(charts, illustrations, images, props), and available technologies.  

• Explain why scientists refer to the gopher tortoise as a “keystone” species. 
Research other keystone species and tell why they are referred to as 
“keystone”. LA.5.4.2.1: The student will write in a variety of informational/expository forms 
(e.g., summaries, procedures, instructions, experiments, rubrics, how-to manuals, assembly 
instructions);  

• Make a poster to show the underground burrow of a gopher tortoise. Draw 
as many animals as you can that inhabit the burrow. Make a “key” giving 
the name of each animal in your poster. LA.5.3.5.3: The student will share the writing 
with the intended audience.  
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• Research one of the hundreds of species that a gopher tortoise’s burrow 
shelters. LA.5.6.2.1: The student will select a topic for inquiry, formulate a search plan, and 
apply evaluative criteria (e.g., usefulness, validity, currentness, objectivity) to select and use 
appropriate resources;  

• Define “biodiversity” and explain how it relates to gopher tortoises. 
LA.5.2.2.5: The student will use interest and recommendations of others to select a balance of 
age and ability appropriate nonfiction materials to read (e.g., biographies and topical areas, 
such as animals, science, history) to continue building a core foundation of knowledge.  

• The tortoise can never leave its shell. Explain why and support your written 
comments with an illustration. LA.6.6.2.3 - write an informational report that includes a 
focused topic, appropriate facts and relevant details, a logical sequence, a concluding statement, 
and list of sources used 

• Create a Power Point slide show to share information you have learned 
about gopher tortoises. LA.5.3.5.1: The student will prepare writing using technology in a 
format appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia); LA.6.3.5.1 - prepare 
writing using technology in a format appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g.,manuscript, 
multimedia);  

• The gopher tortoise is an herbivore. Research characteristics of herbivores 
and report to your classmates. SC.5.L.14.2: Compare and contrast the function of organs and 

other physical structures of plants and animals, including humans, for example: some animals have 
skeletons for support -- some with internal skeletons others with exoskeletons -- while some plants have 
stems for support. LA.6.3.5.3 - share the writing with the intended audience. 

• Read the page on nesting in the activity book. List the possible predators 
that gopher tortoise’s eggs and hatchlings have in the wild.  

• Summarize the “Message from the Author” page in the activity book. 
SC.5.L.15.1: Describe how, when the environment changes, differences between individuals allow 
some plants and animals to survive and reproduce while others die or move to new locations.  

• Write an essay to persuade others to help the survival rate of the gopher 
tortoise in Florida. LA.5.4.3.1: The student will write persuasive text (e.g., essay, written 
communication) that establish and develop a controlling idea and supporting arguments for the 
validity of the proposed idea with detailed evidence;  

• Make a poster showing the different foods of the gopher tortoise. Group 
the plants into these communities: scrub, pine flatlands, high plains.  
LA.5.2.2.3: The student will organize information to show understanding (e.g., representing main 
ideas within text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, or summarizing); LA.6.2.2.3 - 
organize information to show understanding (e.g., representing main ideas within text through 
charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting);  
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• Research the local and state laws that protect the gopher tortoise as a 
threatened species. List the laws and paraphrase their content.   LA.5.6.2.2: The 
student will read and record information systematically, evaluating the validity and reliability of 
information in text by examining several sources of information; 

• Research the predators of the gopher tortoise. LA.6.3.1.1 generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., prior knowledge, discussion with others, writer’s notebook, research 
materials, or other reliable sources), based upon teacher-directed topics and personal interests 
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Turtle Talks  Activity Book 

Suggestions for follow up activities to be used with students 
independently or in learning centers upon completion of the book. 

• List all the turtles in the Turtle Talks Activity Book. Classify them into three 
groups according to the foods they eat: Herbivore, Carnivore, Omnivore 

• Write a narrative adventure story about a sea turtle’s life from hatching to 
its life in the Sargasso Sea. LA.3.4.1.1 - write narratives based on real or imagined 
events or observations that include characters, setting, plot, sensory details, and a 
logical sequence of events; 

• Choose a page in the activity book and identify the verbs. LA.5.3.4.4: The student 
will edit for correct use of the four basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs), and 
subjective, objective, and demonstrative pronouns and singular and plural possessives of nouns; 

• Choose a page in the activity book and identify all the nouns. Group them 
as proper or common nouns. Find an adjective for each noun. LA.5.3.4.4: The 
student will edit for correct use of the four basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs), and subjective, objective, and demonstrative pronouns and singular and plural 
possessives of nouns; 

• Compare and contrast the leatherback sea turtle to the loggerhead sea 
turtle. SC.3.L.14 Title: Organization and Development of Living Organisms Description: 
A. All plants and animals, including humans, are alike in some ways and different in 
others.  

• Research individual sea turtle species to learn more in-depth facts. Make a 
drawing to accompany your report. LA.3.2.2.5- select a balance of age and ability 
appropriate nonfiction materials to read (e.g., biographies and topical areas, such as 
animals, science, history), based on interest and teacher recommendations, to continue 
building a core foundation of knowledge. Research Process: The student uses a 
systematic process for the collection, processing, and presentation of information. 
(LA.4.6.2) 

• List the reasons why sea turtle populations have declined. Elaborate with 
details about each reason in your own words. SC.3.L.17 Title: Interdependence 
Description: A. Plants and animals, including humans, interact with and depend upon 
each other and their environment to satisfy their basic needs. B. Both human activities 
and natural events can have major impacts on the environment. SC.4.L.17 Title: 

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$FlBrowseTab$StandUc1$BenchmarkGrid$ctl00$ctl26$HyperLink2','')
javascript:;


Interdependence Description: B. Both human activities and natural events can have 
major impacts on the environment 

• Read the passages about the individual turtles. Highlight only five words in 
each passage that you think gives the most important main ideas about 
that turtle. Variation: Find a topic sentence in each passage that gives a 
clue to the main idea.  Use information from the text to answer questions related to 
explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details; (LA.4.2.2.2) Determine the main idea or 
essential message in grade-level text through inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 
identifying relevant details; (LA.5.1.7.3) 

• Sea turtles are reptiles. Sea turtles lay eggs. List other reptiles that lay eggs. 
Explain what characteristics a reptile has.  SC.3.L.15.1: Classify animals into major 
groups (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, arthropods, vertebrates and invertebrates, 
those having live births and those which lay eggs) according to their physical characteristics and 
behaviors. 

• Read all the “Turtle Truths” in the activity book. Then read some nonfiction 
books about sea turtles. Create some “Turtle Truths” of you own. Present 
them to the class on a unique poster. LA.3.3.5.1 - prepare writing in a format 
appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia); LA.3.3.5.2 - add 
graphics where appropriate; and LA.3.3.5.3 - share the writing with the intended 
audience. 

• Sea turtle eggs incubate in the sand. Create an experiment to find out if 
sand temperature changes with depth. (The sex of many reptiles is 
determined by the incubation temperature.) SC.3.P.8.1: Measure and compare 
temperatures of various samples of solids and liquids. SC.3.N.1.3: Keep records as appropriate, 
such as pictorial, written, or simple charts and graphs, of investigations conducted.  

• Tell a story about one of the turtles featured in the activity book. In your 
story, “embed” facts about that turtle. Challenge others to discover and list 
the facts found in your story. LA.3.4.2.3 - write informational/expository essays that 
contain at least three paragraphs and include a topic sentence, supporting details, and 
relevant information; 

• Create a food web that includes one of the turtles in the activity book. 
Include many plants and animals of the ecosystem as you can draw and 
label them all. SC.3.L.17 Title: Interdependence Description: A. Plants and animals, 
including humans, interact with and depend upon each other and their environment to 
satisfy their basic needs. Energy flows from the sun through producers to consumers. 
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SC.4.L.17.2: Explain that animals, including humans, cannot make their own food and that when 
animals eat plants or other animals, the energy stored in the food source is passed to them.  

• List the possible effects if all the sea turtles were to disappear tomorrow. 
List possible causes of this disappearance of turtles. SC.3.L.15 Title: Diversity 
and Evolution of Living Organisms Description: A. Earth is home to a great diversity of 
living things, but changes in the environment can affect their survival. LA.3.1.7.4 - 
identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 

• Make a poster depicting the life cycle of one of the sea turtles. SC.4.L.16 Title: 
Heredity and Reproduction Description: B. Life cycle s vary among organisms, but 
reproduction is a major stage in the life cycle of all organisms. 

• Write an essay to persuade others to help turtles, based upon the 
information you have read in the activity book. LA.3.4.3.1 The student will write 
persuasive text (e.g., advertisement, paragraph) that attempts to influence the reader. 
Establish and develop a controlling idea and supporting arguments for the validity of the 
proposed idea with detailed evidence; and (LA.5.4.3.1) 

• Identify prefixes and suffixes on a page from the activity book.  
• The sea turtle can never leave its shell. Explain why and support your 

written comments with an illustration. LA.3.3.5.3: The student will share the writing 
with the intended audience.  

• Create a Power Point slide show to share information you have learned 
about sea turtles. LA.5.3.5.1: The student will prepare writing using technology in a format 
appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia);  

• Read the page “What Kids Can Do to Help”. Make a poster to display in the 
classroom or in the local library.  

• Read “Dangers in the Water” in the sea turtle activity book. Collect some 
trash found on the beach. Research the amount of time it takes for each 
kind of trash to degrade, or disappear from the environment. Make a 
poster to display your findings. LA.3.3.5.1: The student will prepare writing in a format 
appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., manuscript, multimedia); SC.4.N.1.1: Raise questions 
about the natural world, use appropriate reference materials that support understanding to 
obtain information (identifying the source), conduct both individual and team investigations 
through free exploration and systematic investigations, and generate appropriate explanations 
based on those explorations.  

• Compare and Contrast the bones in your arm to the bones in a sea turtle’s 
front flipper. How are they alike? How are they different? Make detailed 
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drawing of the two sets of bones to help others see what you have 
discovered.  

• The green sea turtle is an herbivore. Research characteristics of herbivores 
and report to your classmates. SC.5.L.14.2: Compare and contrast the function of organs and 
other physical structures of plants and animals, including humans, for example: some animals have 
skeletons for support -- some with internal skeletons others with exoskeletons -- while some plants have 
stems for support.  

• Visit one or more of the websites listed on the inside cover of the “Turtle 
Talks” activity book. Read and summarize the information as it related to 
sea turtles. SC.5.L.15.1: Describe how, when the environment changes, differences between 
individuals allow some plants and animals to survive and reproduce while others die or move to 
new locations.  

• Write an essay to persuade others to help the survival rate of the sea 
turtles in Florida. LA.5.4.3.1: The student will write persuasive text (e.g., essay, written 
communication) that establish and develop a controlling idea and supporting arguments for the 
validity of the proposed idea with detailed evidence;  

• Make a poster showing the different foods of the various sea turtles.   
LA.3.3.5.1: The student will prepare writing in a format appropriate to audience and purpose 
(e.g., manuscript, multimedia); LA.3.3.5.3: The student will share the writing with the intended 
audience. LA.5.2.2.3: The student will organize information to show understanding (e.g., 
representing main ideas within text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, or summarizing);  

• Research the local and state laws that protect endangered or threatened 
sea turtle species. List the laws and paraphrase their content.   LA.5.6.2.2: The 
student will read and record information systematically, evaluating the validity and reliability of 
information in text by examining several sources of information; 

• Compose a letter to a lawmaker about an environmental topic related to 
sea turtles, urging the lawmaker to support legislation. LA.3.4.2.4: The student 
will write a variety of communications (e.g., friendly letters, thank-you notes, formal letters, 
messages, invitations); 
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Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

R and R Answer Key 

1. Turtles as we know them today have ancestors that have been on earth for over 

_200 million__ years.  

2. Turtle species that eat meat are called __carnivores__. 

3. The upper part of a turtle’s shell is called the __carapace___. 

4. Special hard scales, or plates, covering a turtle’s shell are called __scutes__. 

5. The two senses in turtles that are well developed are the sense of ___sight___ 

and the sense of __smell__. 

6. Turtles can bite and tear their food, but they have no __teeth__. 

7. “Sunning” or “basking” is important to turtles because  ___it keeps the skin 

dry and helps to keep the shell hard___. 

8. Turtles that eat both plants and animals are known as __omnivores___. 

9. Ridges on the shell of a turtle are called the __keel__. 

10. Turtles use ___vibrations___ to sense the environment instead of hearing with 

ears like humans.  

11. All turtles lay their eggs on __land__. 

12. __Instinct__ guides the newly hatched turtle to water.  

13. Turtles belong to the class of animals called __reptiles___. 

14. More than __300__ species of turtles can be found on our planet.  

15. Aquatic turtles have __webbed___ feet to help them swim. 



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

R and R (Read and Recall). Read the activity book first. Then fill in the blanks, telling 

what you have learned about turtles.  

1. Turtles as we know them today have ancestors that have been on earth for over 

__________________ years.  

2. Turtle species that eat meat are called ____________________________. 

3. The upper part of a turtle’s shell is called the _______________________. 

4. Special hard scales, or plates, covering a turtle’s shell are called 

______________________________. 

5. The two senses in turtles that are well developed are the sense of 

______________________ and the sense of _______________________. 

6. Turtles can bite and tear their food, but they have no _________________. 

7. “Sunning” or “basking” is important to turtles because  _______________ 

__________________________________________________________. 

8. Turtles that eat both plants and animals are known as 

_________________________________________. 

9. Ridges on the shell of a turtle are called the ________________________. 

10. Turtles use ______________________________ to sense the environment 

instead of hearing with ears like humans.  

11. All turtles lay their eggs on ________________________. 

12. _____________________ guides the newly hatched turtle to water.  

13. Turtles belong to the class of animals called ________________________. 

14. More than ____________ species of turtles can be found on our planet.  

15. Aquatic turtles have __________________ feet to help them swim. 

 



Freshwater Turtle Adventure Activity Book 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

R and R (Read and Recall). Read the activity book first. Then fill in the blanks, telling 
what you have learned about gopher tortoises. 

1. Turtles as we know them today have ancestors that have been on earth for over 

________________ years.  

2. Turtle species that eat meat are called ___________________. 

3. The upper part of a turtle’s shell is called the ___________________. 

4. Special hard scales, or plates, covering a turtle’s shell are called _________. 

5. The two senses in turtles that are well developed are the sense of __________ 

and the sense of __________. 

6. Turtles can bite and tear their food, but they have no __________. 

7. “Sunning” or “basking” is important to turtles because  

____________________________________. 

8. Turtles that eat both plants and animals are known as __________________. 

9. Ridges on the shell of a turtle are called the ___________. 

10. Turtles use _______________ to sense the environment instead of hearing 

with ears like humans.  

11. All turtles lay their eggs  on ________. 

12. ___________________ guides the newly hatched turtle to water.  

13. Turtles belong to the class of animals called _________________. 

14. More than ____________ species of turtles can be found on our planet.  

15. Aquatic turtles have __________________ feet to help them swim. 

LA.3.2.2.2 - use information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main ideas or 
relevant details; Determine explicit ideas and information in grade-level text, including but not limited to 
main idea, relevant supporting details, implied message, inferences, chronological order of events, 
summarizing, and paraphrasing; (LA.4.1.7.3) use information from the text to answer questions related to 
explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details; (LA.5.2.2.2) 



Gopher Tortoise Book Read and Recall 

Answer Key 

1. Animals like the tortoise first appeared on earth during the __Jurassic_______ period.  

2. What does a paleontologist do? _Studies fossils and life of former geologic eras_ 

3. The gopher tortoise can be found in how many different states? ____six_____ 

4. Explain why the gopher tortoise is known as a “keystone species”. ___They are 

important to the environment. Its burrow offers shelter and nesting area for other 

species. If the gopher tortoise were to disappear, many other species would be 

adversely affected. ___ 

5. Explain the difference between commensal living and obligates. ___Commensal living 

describes a relationship between animals that live together in the same home 

peacefully. Obligates are animals that depend upon another for something, such as a 

burrow of the gopher tortoise for their homes. ____ 

6. Describe the gopher tortoise shell using the words “scutes, plastron, and carapace”. 

___The upper shell is hard, made of bone and is called the carapace. The carapace is 

covered with hard plates called scutes. The plastron is the hard undershell of the 

tortoise. ___ 

7. Describe the hatchling of the gopher tortoise. ____The hatchlings are two inches, with 

a shell that is yellow and brown. The carapace (top shell) is soft.  

8. How can gopher tortoises be helpful to plants if they are “herbivores”? ___They eat 

plants and grasses, including the seeds. The seeds are dispersed in their droppings. __ 

9. What are some dangers that gopher tortoises face? _Respiratory illness, habitat 

destruction, run over by vehicles, __ 

10. Name ten of the animals that could be found in the burrow of a gopher tortoise. 

tortoises, Florida mouse, lizards, rattlesnakes, toads, rabbits, armadillos, skunks, 

opossums, foxes, scrub jay, burrowing owl, indigo snake, gopher frog, gopher scarab 

beetle, gopher cricket, gopher moth, worms, scorpions, spiders, ticks, flies, ants, 

beetles, gopher cave cricket 

Use information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main ideas or relevant 
details LA.3.2.2.2; Determine explicit ideas and information in grade-level text, including but not limited to 
main idea, relevant supporting details, implied message, inferences, chronological order of events, 
summarizing, and paraphrasing; LA.4.1.7.3 Use information from the text to answer questions related to 
explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details; (LA.5.2.2.2)  Determine the main idea or essential message 
in grade-level text through inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and identifying relevant details; 
LA.6.1.7.3  Compare and contrast elements in multiple texts LA.6.1.7.7  



Gopher Tortoise Book Read and Recall 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

R and R (Read and Recall). Read the activity book first. Then fill in the blanks, telling 

what you have learned about gopher tortoises. 

1. Animals like the tortoise first appeared on earth during the __________________ 

period.  

2. What does a paleontologist do? ______________________________________ 

3. The gopher tortoise can be found in how many different states? _____________ 

4. Explain why the gopher tortoise is known as a “keystone species”. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

5. Explain the difference between commensal living and obligates. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

6. Describe the gopher tortoise shell using the words “scutes, plastron, and 

carapace”. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

7. Describe the hatchling of the gopher tortoise. 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

8. How can gopher tortoises be helpful to plants if they are “herbivores”? 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 



9. What are some dangers that gopher tortoises face? 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

10. Name ten of the animals that could be found in the burrow of a gopher 

tortoise.___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 



Answer Key 

Turtle Talks Activity Book Read and Recall 

R and R (Read and Recall). Read the activity book first. Then fill in the blanks, telling what you have 
learned about turtles.  

1. Which sea turtle has an oversized head? ___Loggerhead___________________ 

2. Which sea turtle eats only sea grasses? _________Green__________________ 

3. Which sea turtle is the smallest? __________Kemps Ridley_________________ 

4. Which sea turtle is the largest? ____________Leatherback________________ 

5. Which sea turtle eats poisonous sponges? ________Hawksbill______________ 

6. How is the Australian Flatback different from other sea turtles? ___Possible answers: It never 

travels far from its nesting area. It is not an ocean swimmer. It likes murky water. It can stay 

underwater longer than most other species. __ 

7. The average eggs laid by a sea turtle is one hundred. The hatchlings know to go to the water 

because _in nature the light from the horizon is the brightest, and instinct tells them to go to 

the brighter light.  

8. Name three hazards on land that new hatchlings might encounter. Possible answers: Predators 

including birds, crabs, raccoons, armadillos, foxes, ants, bobcats, coyotes, humans. Other 

hazards include holes on the  beach, vehicles on the beach, lights, beach furniture. 

9. The__Carapace_ is the top shell of the sea turtle. Most sea turtles have a hard shell covered 

with ____scutes_________. 

10. What is the difference between a Leatherback and other sea turtles? __Possible answers: It is 

larger than the others, It is a deep diver. It is the only sea turtle without a hard shell, or 

carapace. 

11. What is different about the nesting habits of the Ridley sea turtles from other sea turtles? 

___They nest during the day and in a large group, called an “arribada” (Spanish for “arrival”) 

12. How old do scientist think sea turtles live?  Maybe to be one hundred years old.  

LA.3.2.2.2 - use information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main ideas or 
relevant details; Determine explicit ideas and information in grade-level text, including but not limited to 
main idea, relevant supporting details, implied message, inferences, chronological order of events, 
summarizing, and paraphrasing; (LA.4.1.7.3) use information from the text to answer questions related 
to explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details; (LA.5.2.2.2) 



Turtle Talks Activity Book 

Name __________________________________________________________ 

R and R (Read and Recall). Read the activity book first. Then fill in the blanks, telling 
what you have learned about turtles.  

1. Which sea turtle has an oversized head? ________________________________ 

2. Which sea turtle eats only sea grasses? _________________________________ 

3. Which sea turtle is the smallest? ______________________________________ 

4. Which sea turtle is the largest? ________________________________________ 

5. Which sea turtle eats poisonous sponges? _______________________________ 

6. How is the Australian Flatback different from other sea turtles? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

7. The average eggs laid by a sea turtle is one hundred. The hatchlings know to go to 

the water because _________________________________________________. 

8. Name three hazards on land that new hatchlings might encounter. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

9. The ________________________ is the top shell of the sea turtle. Most sea 

turtles have a hard shell covered with ________________________. 

10. What is the difference between a Leatherback and other sea turtles? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

11. What is different about the nesting habits of the Ridley sea turtles from other sea 

turtles? ___________________________________________________________ 

12. How old do scientist think sea turtles live? _______________________________ 
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