
Seagrass Importance 

Provide food source: seagrass beds 
are among the most productive 
ecosystems and are food for a large 
number of herbivores including 
urchins, manatees, and sea turtles.  

Stabilize sediment: seagrass beds 
efficiently hold sediments in place, 
preventing resuspension and 
movement of sediment deposits. 

Reduce nutrient pollution: seagrass 
beds absorb and transform nutrients 
in the marine environment. 

Provide habitat: seagrasses are often 
called ecosystem engineers because 
they modify their environments to 
create unique habitats that support 
biodiversity and commercial fisheries. 

HERBIVORE EXCLUSION CAGES 
 

Example of the cages used to exclude herbivory 
from planted seagrass shoots in order to estab-
lish the planted seagrasses. 

OVERVIEW 

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary 

Program (CHNEP) is currently working 

with its partners to restore the Tidal  

Caloosahatchee River’s submerged 

aquatic vegetation (SAV) communities. 

SAV - including seagrass - is an important 

part of estuarine ecosystems, providing 

vital reproductive and nursery habitat for 

fish in addition to food for grazers such as 

manatees and turtles. It improves water 

quality and clarity by removing nutrients 

and sediment from the water column. The 

Caloosahatchee River has historically 

supported vast seagrass beds. However, 

much of the coverage has been lost in 

recent years due in part to alterations in 

water flows to the Tidal Caloosahatchee 

River. This project will help restore those 

lost seagrasses. 

PLANTED SEAGRASS TYPES  

Ruppia maritima, widgeon grass (left) 

Vallisneria Americana:  tape or eel grass 
(right) 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES  
 

√ Restore the distribution of tape and 
widgeon seagrasses in the 
Caloosahatchee River by establishing 
seed-source colonies  

√ Monitor the achievement of the 
seagrass restoration methods and 
create transferable restoration success 
monitoring procedures for future 
endeavors 

√ Enhance public understanding and 
stewardship of seagrass within 
CHNEP study area 

 

Project Status 
This project has begun and will be 
monitored for a year. For status updates, go 
to https://www.chnep.org/seagrass-
restoration.  

PROJECT LOCATION 
 

Restoration sites are located in the  
Tidal Caloosahatchee River. 



 

 

Protecting and restoring water            

resources and the natural  

environment from Venice to Bonita 

Springs to Winter Haven, FL. 

Caloosahatchee  

Citizen Seagrass 

Gardening  

Project 

GET INVOLVED! 

Help CHNEP continue to restore the 

seagrass communities of the Caloosa-

hatchee River: 

1. Become a Citizen Scientist visit:  
www.chnep.org/be-a-citizen-scientist 

 

2. Become a CHNEP Ambassador to 
help educate the public visit:  
www.chnep.org/be-a-chnep-
ambassador 

 

3. Donate to support water resource 
protection and restoration initiatives 
visit:  
www.chnep.org and click the donate 
icon. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For More Information, contact: 

 Charlotte Harbor  

National Estuary Program 
 

326 W. Marion Ave. 

Punta Gorda, FL  33950-4417 

(941) 575-5090 
 

 www.chnep.org 

 

THANK YOU TO 

OUR PARTNERS! 

This pamphlet was funded in part, through a 
grant agreement from the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, Florida 
Coastal Management Program, by a grant 
provided by the Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource  Management under the Coastal 
Zone Management Act of 1972, as amend-
ed, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration Award No. NA17NOS4190059. 
The views, statements, findings, conclu-
sions and recommendations expressed 
herein are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily  reflect the views  of the State of 
Florida, NOAA, U.S. Department of Com-
merce, or any other sub-agencies.     
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